
Return to School

What to Expect

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC

@HCDSB_BAs

Information updated as of 

August 25/2020

http://www.pngall.com/twitter-png
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
https://twitter.com/HCDSB_BAs


Coming back to school will look different than 

what you have experienced in the past but 

that’s okay. 

Parents and teachers are here to help you 

through this every step of the way.  

We will all work together to have a great 

school year.



What to 

Expect –

When 

Preparing 

for School



We all need to check to 

make sure we can open 

all our lunch/snack 

items by ourselves

Water fountains will not be 

available so we also need 

to make sure we can open 

and close our water bottle 

so that, we can fill it at the 

filling station throughout the 
day without help
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We all need to practice wearing our masks so that, we are 

comfortable wearing them for longer periods of time, while 

talking to others, and while doing our work at school.



We need to practice 

putting our masks on 

and taking them off 

safely.

We also need to learn 

how to properly store 

our masks and 

remember to wash our 

reusable masks every 

day.





We all need to check for 

symptoms of COVID-19 

every day using the Self-

Assessment Tool & follow 

the HCDSB Health and 

Safety Expectations 

https://covid-19.ontario.ca/self-assessment/
https://learnathome.hcdsb.org/return-to-school-2/health-and-safety/
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What to 

Expect: 

When Riding 

the School 

Bus

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/School_bus
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When waiting for the bus to arrive to pick us up from home 

or from school we need to stand in a line 6 feet away from 

anyone else waiting. We also need to keep our distance 

when we are getting onto or off the bus.



When we are in line for the bus, getting onto and off the bus, 

and when we are on the bus, we will all have to wear our 

masks.

We might see some students or adults not wearing a mask, 

this is because it is unsafe for them to wear one due to other 

health reasons.
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1. Be sure to keep our masks on while getting on, 

when seated, and getting off the bus

2. When getting on the bus, be sure to keep our 

physical distance (staying 6 feet away from 

other people)

3. Look for our seat number and only sit in our 

assigned seat

4. While on the bus, remain in our seat and face 

forward

5. Keep our hands to ourselves and try not to 

touch anything on the bus that we do not 

have to touch (e.g. window, another seat, 

another student and their belongings)

Expectations Riding the School Bus
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We can check the Halton Student Transportation Website for more 

information:

https://www.haltonbus.ca/covid-19-return-to-

school-transportation/

Expectations Riding the School Bus
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What to 

Expect: At 

School as 

Things are 

Different



1. Entrance and Exit doors

Some doors will be only used when we need 

to come into the school (e.g. in the morning, 

after recess) and some doors will only be 

used when leaving the school (e.g. when 

going home and when going outside for 

recess)

2. Lining up

When lining up to go into or out of the 

school, we will have to keep physical 

distancing and follow the arrows on the floor

When coming back to school, things are going to look a 

little different 



3. Teachers & staff wearing masks and other PPE

Everyone in the school will be wearing masks or other 

protective gear (e.g. face shield, gloves) to help 

keep everyone safe

4. Hand sanitizer stations

There will be hand sanitizer stations located around 

the school including at some of the doors and in 

some classrooms

5. No lockers

This school year students will not be using lockers and 

instead can keep all items in their backpack which 

will be located at their desk

When coming back to school, things are going to look a 

little different 



6. Washrooms 

When using the washroom, only a certain 

number of students will be allowed in at 

the same time and each student will need 

to track their use of the washroom 

7. Water fountains 

We will not be able to drink from the water 

fountain, instead we will be able to fill up 

our water bottle at a refilling station (be 

sure that you can open your own bottle to 

refill it)

When coming back to school, things are going to look a 

little different 



What to 
Expect: In Class



1. Wash or sanitize hands

Each time we enter the classroom, we will wash 

or sanitize our hands

2. Seating

We will have a designated and fixed seat in our 

classroom

3. Limit moving around classroom 

We should remain seated at our desk unless 

being instructed by the teacher (e.g. going to 

the washroom, class leaving for recess)

When coming back to school, things are going to look a 

little different 



4. Sharing 

We should limit sharing items and materials with other 

students (e.g. snacks, pencils, toys, masks) and be sure 

to bring all necessary items each day to school

5. Masks

We will have to wear our mask when inside the school.  

Though masks are not necessary when outside at recess, 

we will have to put our mask back on before entering

6. Maintain physical distance

During the school day (both inside and out) we will have 

to keep 6 feet distance (when possible) between 

ourselves and other people 

When coming back to school, things are going to look a 

little different 



What to Expect: 
At Recess



1. Sanitize

We will have to wash or sanitize our hands 

before and after we go outside for recess 

2. Maintain physical distance

We will have to keep a physical distance of 

6 feet (when possible) when playing outside 

at recess

3. Outdoor zones

We will have to remain in our designated 

zone when playing outside

When coming back to school, things are going to look a 

little different 
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4. Cohort

We will only be able to play with peers in our cohort

5. Recess Time

We may go outside for recess at a different time during 

the day than you used to in order to allow for proper 

physical distancing 

6. Outdoor zones

Such equipment will only be used by students in the 

same cohort

When coming back to school, things are going to look a 

little different 
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Other Things 

That

Might be

DIFFERENT



1. Library

We might not be going to the library for story time and we 

may not be able to borrow library books

2. Items in classroom

There may be less books, games, toys, etc., in our 

classroom

3. Gym

If we use the gym we will not have access to the 

changerooms

When coming back to school, things are going to look a 

little different 



4. Assemblies

We won’t have assemblies with everyone together in 

the gym, but we may watch them together in our 

classroom on the smartboard

5. Activities

We may not have all the same clubs, sports or extra 

curriculars like before as we need to make sure 

everyone is maintaining physical distancing 

When coming back to school, things are going to look a 

little different 

https://www.clipartmax.com/middle/m2i8b1d3

N4Z5m2i8_smartboard-clipart-item-5-vector-

magz-free-download-smart-board-small-size/

http://clipart-library.com/school-club-cliparts.html
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6. Attendance

We will no longer be using attendance binders, instead the 

teacher will let the office know who is absent from class

7. Support

If we are feeling overwhelmed or need someone to talk to, 

we can always reach out to a teacher, SERT, CYC, or 

another trusted adult in the school

When coming back to school, things are going to look a 

little different 

https://cmhastarttalking.ca/families/#.X0QOXshKjIU
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We’ll be SAFE together

We can’t wait to see you!
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